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ENGL 5060
Second Language Acquisition

Spring 1998

Dr. Lynn Eubank
Auditorium Building 116
(Graduate Studies in English)
Mondays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment
Leubank@facstaff.cas.unt.edu

The purpose of linguistics research in second-language acquisition (SLA) is to ascertain a theory of second-
language (L2) knowledge, thereby contributing to an overall theory of mind (see related statements from the
International Commission on Second Language Acquisition at http://www.let.ruu.nl/~icsla/). In the first part
of this course, we review work that has lead to the questions being asked today; for the remainder of the course,
we not only examine very recent research, but also do original, experimental research on predictions drawn
from linguistic theory.

Your course grade will be determined as follows:
Examinations 40%
Experimental Research Paper 40%
Bibliography on Experimental Topic 10%
Participation in Experimental Research 10%

The Research Paper reports findings from an experiment on L2 knowledge that you conduct (see
Experimental Research). Note that while several students will cooperate to conduct each experiment, each
student will write a separate report. The paper itself should be some 15-20 pages in length and in APA style.
Papers are due the week before the final examination. Grading will be based evenly on content and academic
form. The Bibliography is a list of articles relevant to the experimental area you choose. Articles for the
bibliography may be located in Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts. This bibliography is due early
in the semester (see day-by-day plan). Your Participation in Experimental Research is a rating of your work,
with your fellow students, on the experiment you conduct. The two Examinations are based on both readings
and lectures; they involve essay questions of the sort one might expect to see on the MA Comprehensive
Examination.

Required reading:

White, L. (1989). Universal Grammar and Second Language Acquisition. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.
White=s text is required.

Readings for Second Language Acquisition.
These required readings are on reserve at Willis Library. See Bibliography for a listing of the
articles.

Important Note: The research we will cover presupposes both basic knowledge of Principles and Parameters
theory and simple, introductory ideas on L2 acquisition. If you are not familiar with Principles and Parameters
theory, you should immediately study Chapter Six of Coursebook for Principles of Linguistics (on reserve at
the library). Those with no prior exposure to L2 acquisition research should purchase a copy of Ellis=
undergraduate textbook, Second Language Acquisition (the optional textbook for this class) and read the first
90 pages before the end of the first week of classes.
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 Second Language Acquisition
Day-by-Day Plan

Class Date Topic Readings
1 J21 Introduction: 1970s and early 1980s (Ellis)
2 J26 Ling. Theory and Language Acquisition White, Ch. 1; (Coursebook chapters)
3 J28 Logical Problem of L2 Acquisition White, Ch. 2
4 F2 Principles in L2 Acquisition White, Ch. 3
5 F4 Parameters in L2 Acquisition White, Ch. 4
6 F9 Markedness in L2 Acquisition White, Ch. 5
7 F11Learnability and UG in L2 Acquisition White, Ch. 6-7
8 F16Verb Raising White 1991
9 F18Verb Raising and Neg/Exp Data White 1992

Turn in Research Bibliographies
10 F23Verb Raising and Learnability Schwartz & Gubala-Ryzak 1992
11 F25Verb Raising and Transfer Eubank et al. in press
12 M2 Initial State and Transfer Schwartz and Sprouse 1996
13 M4 Initial State and Minimal Trees Vainikka & Young-Scholten 1996, in press
14 M9 Binding Theory Maclaughlin in press
15 M11 Binding Theory Wells in press
16 M23 Mid-Term Examination
16 M25 Morphosyn.: Argument Structure White et al. in press
17 M30 Morphosyn.: Features, Transfer, Impairment Lardiere 1997, Beck in press
18 A1 Morphosyn.: Features and Impairment Beck in press
19 A1 Morphosyn.: Clitics White 1996
20 A6 Syntax-Semantics Interface Sprouse & Dekydspotter in press
21 A8 Optional Infinitives in (OIs)  L1 Wexler 1994
22 A13 OIs in L2? Haznedar & Schwartz 1997
23 A15 OIs in L2? Prevost & White in press
24 A20 OIs in L2? Eubank & Beck in press
25 A22 Minimalism and L2 Yusa in press
26 A27 Criticial Period in L1 Fromkin et al. 1985; Gleitman & Newport 1995
27 A29 Criticial Period in L2? Eubank & Gregg in press
28 M4 L2 Acquisition Coming of Age White 1996
29 M6 Review Day; Turn in Research Papers
30 Final Examination
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Experimental Research

We will be conducting three experimental research projects. Each student in the class will take part in one of
these projects. A rough characterization of each project is below.

1. NegP Project. The research question for this project is whether adult L2 learners= early syntactic
representations include NegP. The project will elicitation of data from both native speakers of French and from
speakers of English learning French as a second language. Those choosing to take part in this project should
familiarize themselves with the theoretical literature on NegP, previous L2 acquisition research dealing with
NegP, and some rudiments of French syntax. Note that it is not necessary to be a speaker of French.

2. Be-prefixation Project. The question for this project is whether adult L2 learners are able to connect
lexical-conceptual structures to features underlying overt morphology. We examine this connection on the
basis of the be- verbal prefix in German, which, according to traditional grammarians, is said to make
intransitive verbs into transitive verbs (though this turns out to be only a small part of the story, as we shall
see). The experimental work will involve not only native speakers of German, but also native speakers of
English acquiring German as a second language. Those choosing to take part in this project will need to
familiarize themselves with research on lexical-conceptual structure and be-prefixation in German and with
any previous (generative) research on lexical-conceptual structure and transfer in L2 acquisition. Note that it
is not necessary to be a speaker of German.

3. Verb-Raising Project. This project is a follow-up on research conducted earlier by Eubank & Grace (1996)
and Eubank et al. (1998), the results of which suggest that adult L2 learners may permit (possibly optional)
verb raising to I even when neither the native language (here, Mandarin) nor the mature L2 (here, English)
permits it. The earlier research employed a sentence-matching task (Eubank & Grace) or a truth-value task
(Eubank et al.). One of the anonymous peer reviewers of the Eubank et al. study asked why one should not
employ a traditional grammaticality judgment task instead. The research for the present project will replicate
Eubank & Grace and Eubank et al., though with use of the grammaticality judgment task. Those taking part
in this project will need familiarity with Eubank & Grace and Eubank et al. and with methodological research
on the grammaticality judgment task. Note that it is not necessary to be a speaker of Mandarin.

Statement on Disabilities

In accordance with the terms and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Second 504, Rehabilitation
Act, I will cooperate with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for
qualified students with disabilities. If you have a disability for which you will require accommodation under
the terms of these acts, please discuss your needs with me during office hours or present a written request to
me after class before the fourth class day. If you have not registered with ODA, I encourage you to do so.

Essential abilities for this course include reading, writing, typing (computer or typewriter), and library
utilization.


